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Administrator may include other agen-
cies for purposes of reviewing the man-
agement program and environmental 
impact statement. 

(f) The term Coastal State means a 
State of the United States in, or bor-
dering on, the Atlantic, Pacific, or Arc-
tic Ocean, the Gulf of Mexico, Long Is-
land Sound, or one or more of the 
Great Lakes. Pursuant to section 304(3) 
of the Act, the term also includes Puer-
to Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, and 
American Samoa. Pursuant to section 
703 of the Covenant to Establish a Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands in Political Union with the 
United States of America, the term 
also includes the Northern Marianas. 

(g) The term management program in-
cludes, but is not limited to, a com-
prehensive statement in words, maps, 
illustrations, or other media of com-
munication, including an articulation 
of enforceable policies and citation of 
authorities providing this enforce-
ability, prepared and adopted by the 
State in accordance with the provi-
sions of this Act and this part, setting 
forth objectives, policies, and stand-
ards to guide public and private uses of 
lands and waters in the coastal zone. 

(h) The following terms, as used in 
these regulations, have the same defi-
nition as provided in section 304 of the 
Act: 

(1) Coastal zone; 
(2) Coastal waters; 
(3) Enforceable policy; 
(4) Estuary; 
(5) Land use; and 
(6) Water use. 
(i) The term grant means a financial 

assistance instrument and refers to 
both grants and cooperative agree-
ments. 

§ 923.3 General requirements. 
(a) The management program must 

be developed and adopted in accordance 
with the requirements of the Act and 
this part, after notice, and the oppor-
tunity for full participation by rel-
evant Federal and State agencies, local 
governments, regional organizations, 
port authorities, and other interested 
parties and persons, and be adequate to 
carry out the purposes of the Act and 
be consistent with the national policy 
set forth in section 303 of the Act. 

(b) The management program must 
provide for the management of those 
land and water uses having a direct and 
significant impact on coastal waters 
and those geographic areas which are 
likely to be affected by or vulnerable 
to sea level rise. The program must in-
clude provisions to assure the appro-
priate protection of those significant 
resources and areas, such as wetlands, 
beaches and dunes, and barrier islands, 
that make the State’s coastal zone a 
unique, vulnerable, or valuable area. 

(c) The management program must 
contain a broad class of policies for 
each of the following areas: resource 
protection, management of coastal de-
velopment, and simplification of gov-
ernmental processes. These three broad 
classes must include specific policies 
that provide the framework for the ex-
ercise of various management tech-
niques and authorities governing coast-
al resources, uses, and areas. The three 
classes must include policies that ad-
dress uses of or impacts on wetlands 
and floodplains within the State’s 
coastal zone, and that minimize the de-
struction, loss or degradation of wet-
lands and preserve and enhance their 
natural values in accordance with the 
purposes of Executive Order 11990, per-
taining to wetlands. These policies also 
must reduce risks of flood loss, mini-
mize the impact of floods on human 
safety, health and welfare, and pre-
serve the natural, beneficial values 
served by floodplains, in accordance 
with the purposes of Executive Order 
11988, pertaining to floodplains. 

(d) The policies in the program must 
be appropriate to the nature and degree 
of management needed for uses, areas, 
and resources identified as subject to 
the program. 

(e) The policies, standards, objec-
tives, criteria, and procedures by which 
program decisions will be made must 
provide: 

(1) A clear understanding of the con-
tent of the program, especially in iden-
tifying who will be affected by the pro-
gram and how, and 

(2) A clear sense of direction and pre-
dictability for decisionmakers who 
must take actions pursuant to or con-
sistent with the management program. 
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